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Assessing Self E-Learning Courses from the Perspective of Faculty

Members and Students

Abstract

This study aimed at assessing self-e—learning courses at Al- Quds Open University
from the perspective of the faculty members and students. The students sample comprised
(1067) students enrolled in the courses from all the branches and centers, whereas the
faculty members sample comprised (20) supervisors in the academic year 2016/2017. To
achieve the objectives of the study, the descriptive statistical and qualitative method was
used for the inquiry method. The research team used quantitative and qualitative tools: a
questionnaire was used for both faculty members and students; focus groups and content
analysis. Many statistical techniques were used to analyze the study results as means,
standard deviations, percentages, t— test and 3 way Anova. Of the most important results,
we mention:

The percentage of the total degree for self-e— learning courses on all domains from
the perspective of the students reached (81.4%) which is a high score.

The percentage for the total degree for self-e— learning courses on all domains from

the perspective of the faculty members reached (81.4%) which is a high score.
Results showed that the most important obstacle that was agreed on by faculty members
and students was the shortage of the material available on the CD, the less number of the
face— to— face meetings and the virtual classes, the absence of the mid— term exams in
some courses. In addition to the unclear mechanism of tests and their modes, lack of
illustrative examples in the expository courses.

Qualitative results showed significant differences among students in the degree of
assessing self- e— learning courses between" Arabic(1)" and" Learn How to Learn" for the

course” Learn How to Learn”™, and between' Arabic(l)"," Learn How to Learn" and the'
History of Jerusalem" for the" History of Al- Jerusalem'.

Qualitative results showed no significant differences between faculty members in the
degree of assessing self-e—learning from the perspective of the faculty members due to the
demographic variables that showed no differences among the faculty members in the self-
e-learning courses due to the demographic variables.

Tests, content analysis results showed that the pre— self-e— learning implementation of the
courses was more comprehensive in the cognitive objectives where high cognitive levels

reached the higher percentage in comparison with the post tests.
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Results showed that there were no statistically differences in the grades of students
achievement who studied using the self- learning mode, and face— to— face meetings in
'Arabic(1)'.However, the results showed statistically significant differences in the degree of
achievement of students who studies courses using the self- learning mode, and those
face— to- face meetings for "History of Jerusalem" and in the favor of those who studies
according to the self- e- learning mode with a great difference up to (9.2) degrees. As for
“Learn How to Learn” course, results showed statistically significant differences in the degree
of achievement of students who studied the course using the self-learning mode and face-
to— face meetings, leading to low grades in the achievement of students after the
implementation of e— learning mode.

In light of the study results, the research team proposed some recommendations
and suggestions, among which are,: providing a printed material for self- learning courses in
addition to the CD provided to the students; increasing the number of face— to- face
meetings and virtual classes of self- learning and e— courses; strengthening awareness of
faculty members and upgrading their motivation towards self- learning courses through
study days, workshops, training course for their purpose.

Key Words': self- learning mode; self- learning course; Al —Quds Open University.
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