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Abstract

This study aims to identify the role of technical and vocational education and training (TVET) in
capacitating graduates in line with the Palestinian labor market needs and to examine the extent to
which the outputs of TVET are compatible with the labor market needs. The study considers
multiple variables, the most important of which are: (gender, educational institution, and
specialization). Additionally, the study identifies the relationship between TVET and the
qualification of graduates according to the labor market needs.

To achieve the study objectives, a descriptive-analytical approach was used. A questionnaire was
distributed to the study target group which consisted of (1732) 2020 graduates of TVET institutions
in Ramallah and Al-Bireh governorate. The questionnaire was distributed among all respondents in
coordination with alumni units in colleges and centers through e-mail and alumni WhatsApp
groups. A total of 704 graduates responded to the questionnaire, representing 40% of the overall
study sample frame.

The study results show that the average of the study sample estimates regarding the role of TVET in
capacitating graduates according to the labor market needs is (4.09), with a strong agreement to a
large extent. The average of the sample estimates regarding the extent to which educational outputs
are compatible with the local market needs is (4.06), with a strong agreement to a large extent. The
study also discloses that there are no statistically significant differences- at the statistical
significance level (0<.05)- due to the gender variable in regard to the role of TVET in capacitating
graduates and the alignment of TVET outcomes with the labor market needs.

Looking at the educational institution and the specialization variables, the study reveals significant
statistical differences- at the statistical significance level (a<.05)- in regard to the compatibility of
TVET outputs with the needs of the labor market and the role of TVET in capacitating graduates in
line with the labor market needs. The study also shows a positive statistical correlation- at the
significance level (a<.05)- between the alignment of TVET outputs with the Palestinian labor
market needs and the qualification of graduates in line with the labor market needs; the value of the
Pearson correlation coefficient is (0.82).

Key recommendations stemming from the study findings include but are not limited to: (i)
increasing professional specializations in TVET institutions, especially those related to information
technology and communication since such specializations meet the current needs of the labor
market more than others, (ii) enhancing TVET institutions’ educational curricula to enable
graduates to enroll in higher educational levels. (iii) adequately equipping Laboratories and
workshops in TVET institutions, (iv) developing governmental TVET institutions, (v) strengthening
the relationship between TVET institutions and the labor market to better address the labor market
needs, and (vi) giving TVET adequate attention and support.
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